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Comparison – Beowulf and Jimi Hendrix


Beowulf was a great, honorable hero of his time.  He put the benefit of the people ahead of everything, including his own life.  He was a person to be looked up to and admired.  Jimi Hendrix was similarly a hero of his time, but in a slightly different way.  Beowulf and Jimi Hendrix, while different persons, with different backgrounds, and from different times, were both magnificent heroes, and people to be admired.


Beowulf realized that there were people who needed his assistance, and put his own ambitions on the back burner, in order to help those who needed him.  He put his life on the line in an effort to spare the lives of many Danes, men, women and children alike.  A Geat, Beowulf was the strongest man in the world, and the best cut out for the task of defeating the terrible creature, Grendel, that was terrorizing the Danes.  Once he heard of the destruction that Grendel was causing, he knew he had no choice but to make the journey across the ocean and take out this beast.


Jimi Hendrix voluntarily transformed himself into the hero he was, through a great deal of effort.  He, at a young age, began to teach himself how to play the guitar.  Jimi was left-handed, and this was at a time when only right-handed guitars were manufactured.  He served as an idol for many aspiring guitarists across the country.  His music shaped the face of Rock and Roll forever.  Without the psychedelic, wah-saturated riffs of Jimi Hendrix, Rock and Roll would not be what it is today.  


At first glance, one may see little to no similarity in the comparison of Jimi Hendrix and Beowulf.  Beowulf was a strong, respectable man, who put everything aside, in order to save the Danes from annihilation.  He knew what needed to be done, and did it.  Jimi however was a young black man, who had no lives he set out to save, or creatures to kill.  He had only his ambition, to do what he enjoyed, which was to play guitar.  There was no immediate reward or appreciation for Jimi’s efforts, only the satisfaction from hearing himself play.  While Beowulf faced his challenges with a boat and a ten-man army, Jimi Hendrix likely prepared with a bong and a ten-dollar bag of weed.


Yet, one can draw many connections between these two, different, but not dissimilar heroes.  Both men had significant obstacles to overcome on their path to greatness.  Beowulf had several great beasts that he needed to destroy.  These monsters tested everything that Beowulf had in him, and he used all that he had to conquer them.  Jimi Hendrix’s being left-handed proved to be somewhat of a struggle for him.  With electric guitars just recently coming into existence, they simply were not made in a left-handed variety.  Even if you could have one custom-built, its price would far surpass Jimi’s resources.  He did not let this kill his dreams, however.  Instead, Jimi turned his guitar around, with the neck to his right.  He then re-strung the guitar, so that the strings were in the right order again.  Still, the cutouts, tuners, controls, and tremolo remained on the wrong side.  This would make playing guitar slightly more difficult for anyone.  Nonetheless, Hendrix went on to pour the foundation for Rock and Roll with his amazing abilities.  Beowulf, with his self-sacrificial attitude, overcame his struggles with creatures as evil as Grendel, and the great Dragon.  He allowed the Danes to remain free to live without immense fear.

Beowulf made the ultimate sacrifice for the masses of people who needed him.  He fought head-on the greatest enemy he had ever seen.  The Dragon was the ultimate challenge for Beowulf, and he succeeded in conquering him, although he fell victim to the Dragon’s strength.  The beast bit into his neck, and injured him badly.  Beowulf bled very much and eventually perished.  One story of Jimi Hendrix’s death tells us that he was also searching for the ultimate; only it was the ultimate high in this case.  It is told that he injected heroine straight into his head, for a much quicker, much more intense high.  The heroine entered directly into his brain and swiftly killed him.

These accounts of fatality highlight both similarities and differences between the two men.  Both heroes sought and found the ultimate challenge in their lives.  Both also died in the process of experiencing their extreme experiences.  Beowulf, on one hand, was doing this out of a selfless act of charity, in order to save a great deal of people from death and despair.  Jimi Hendrix, on the other hand, attempted this feat for the simple purpose of self-gratification, much like the self-gratification he experienced by teaching himself how to play guitar.

While they may have come from two very different worlds, and two very different times, and sought different things, for different reasons, they both are very admirable for what they have accomplished.  The memory of both of them lives on, from the great tale of Beowulf, to the many recordings of Jimi’s 6:00 AM performance of the “Star Spangled Banner” at Woodstock.  These two heroes are among many who will be looked up to by many to come.  This goes to show that no matter who you are, or where you are from, if you make a valiant effort, you can accomplish something great.

